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As a last thought, if we may take a very long-term and somewhat philosophical
view of what lies ahead, is the pediatrician, useful though he may be, adding to
world problems? With a fall in infant and child mortality and morbidity and with
an ever-increasing world population, what are we heading for? One most sincerely
hopes that the scourge and horrors of war with its attendant slaughter may be
coming to an end, and if that is so, will the production of food keep pace with
the numbers requiring it? One is perhaps sometimes tempted to wonder whether,
after all, the pwdiatrician, with his opposite number the geriatric specialist, is not
on the way to creating problems more difficult to solve than those he has up to
now succeeded in solving and overcoming.
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REVIEW
AN INTRODUCTION TO CHEST SURGERY. By Geoffrey Flavell, F.R.C.S.(Eng.),
M.R.C.P.(Lond.). (Pp. xiv + 354; figs. 177. 30s.) London: Oxford University Press, 1957.
THIS book was written by Mr. Geoffrey Flavell at the request of the medical students at
London Hospital. It is written especially for students, housemen, and general practitioners-
but even specialists in this branch of surgery and general surgeons would gain much by
reading it.
It is surprising that a subject in which most of the major surgical advances in the past
decade have been made, and which deals with many of the most common diseases seen in
any hospital, should be regarded as a small "special department," and insufficient time given
to its study in most teaching hospitals. If all students were to read this book it would help
them to realize what a diversity of diseases are found within, or around, the thorax, and to
learn much about them.
The book is written in clear, concise English. There is no ambiguity about the author's
views, and although the book would probably have benefited by more discussion on alternative
lines of treatment, this was omitted in the interests of economy.
It is divided into three parts. Part 1 describes the surgery of the lungs, pleural and thoracic
orifices; Part 2 surgery of the cesophagus; Part 3 surgery of the heart and great vessels.
Practically all the diseases which occur in the chest are described-dealing with symptoms,
signs, treatment, including pre-operative, operative, and post-operative. Throughout the book
are many short case histories from Mr. Flavell's own experience which help to stress or
illustrate a particular point. There are many excellent line drawings and over one hundred
very good X-ray reproductions. The type is clear and the paper is good. This is an excellent
book for all those who wish to learn about the surgical diseases of the chest and their
treatment. T. B. S.
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